EARLY   IMPRESSIONS

but that there was no sunshine ! This lack, to his
mind, far outweighed all the other advantages which
might, belong to England, and his friends decided
that, after all, Persia was the better country to
live in.

When there happens to be a cloudy day or
night in summer, the result is anything but cooling,
for the air becomes terribly oppressive, it is almost
impossible to breathe, and during the night it is
quite useless to think of or hope for sleep till the
clouds have rolled away.

The natives are very much alarmed when an
eclipse of the sun takes place, as they are afraid
they are going to lose their benefactor. Once,
while we were in Yezd, the sun was eclipsed. Sud-
denly hundreds of guns and cannons were fired off
from all parts of the town. We ran out to see
what had happened, and were met by our frightened
servants carrying their guns, who told us that an
enormous fish was trying to swallow the sun, and that
they hoped, by making a terrific noise, to frighten
it away! Great was their joy and relief when the
shadow began to pass from the sun.

Sand-storms are terrible trials in Persia. Quite
suddenly, without any warning, the light disappears,
clouds upon clouds of dust come rushing in. Before
you have time to shut all the doors and windows,
everything in the house is covered with a fine white
dust. Sand-storms are disagreeable and trying to
the patience when they find you in the house, but
when you are caught in a heavy sand-storm out in
the desert, it is often a source of great danger. If
riding, the only possible thing to do is to dismount,